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should be admitted to sit there. That \vas a
matter for Congress.

The trend of Lincoln's thoughts on recon-
struction was displayed from time to time as
the problem arose in Louisiana. 'What we do
want,' he said in 1863, 'is the conclusive evi-
dence that respectable citizens of Louisiana are
willing to be members of Congress and to swear
support to the Constitution and that other re-
spectable citizens there are willing to vote for
them and send them/ But it must be a genuine
thing. It must express the actual wishes of the
people. 'To send a parcel of Northern men here
as representatives, elected, as would be under-
stood (and perhaps really so) at the point of the
bayonet, would be disgraceful and outrageous;
and were I a member of Congress here, I would
vote against admitting any such man to a seat/
When he came to speak of what sort of con-
stitution Louisiana should draw up, he said on
August 5, 1863:  'I would be glad for her to
make a new constitution recognising the emanci-
pation proclamation and adopting emancipation
in those parts of the state to which the proclama-
tion does not apply/ But he realised that there
must be a gradual readjustment of the relation
between the two races. So he goes on imme-
diately to speak in practical terms of this: 'And
while she is at it, I think it would not be objec-
tionable for her to adopt some practical system
by which the two races could gradually live